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Planning the inquiry  

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

transdisciplinary theme - Who we are 

Inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, physical, mental, social 
and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, 

communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be 

human. 

  

Central Idea 

Rights and responsibilities develop as our understanding of the world 
changes. 

  

Summative assessment task(s): 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central 
idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 

Students will research a Bill of Rights. Students will address the reason and purpose 
of why it was created/ amendments. They will create a visual and present to the 
class. Students will be assessed through a checklist. 

  

Student-initiated action: 

Students could research a current hot topic that is in the news right now and relate it 
to a bill of rights. 

They can go in a see how the bill of rights have been amended. 

  

 

Class/grade: 5th Age group: 10-11 

School: Mountainview School code: 

Teacher(s):  Aars, Norman 

Date: November 11th -- December 20th 

Proposed duration: 100 hours over number of weeks – 5 weeks 

2.  What do we want to learn? 

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, 
perspective, responsibility, and reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry? 

Function, Change, Responsibility, and Perspective 

Related Concepts: rights, erosion, evolution, opinion 

What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea? 

Reasons why our rights and responsibilities evolve over time 

Changes in our natural world 

Responsibility evokes action and awareness 

  

What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 

What are our rights and responsibilities and why do they change with time? 

What changes occur in natural world over time and why? 

What action should we take to protect our rights and responsibilities? 

Provocation: 

Asked students to imagine a life without explicit rights. How would their lives be different? 
What parts of their daily lives would be different? 
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3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?” 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What 
evidence will we look for? 

We will show students pictures of different landforms around the world and ask them 
which process (erosion, weathering, and deposition) created the landform? 

Students will compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and The 
Constitution. 

Students will complete a pre-assessment over Changes to Earth’s Surface? 

  

What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines 
of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

  

Students will research a bill of rights, illustrate it and present to the class. 

 

4.  How best might we learn? 

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage 
the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions? 

 Students will read articles about The Bill of Rights and the Founding Fathers. 

Students will analyze the Bill of Rights. 

Landforms- look at different landforms and explain what type of weathering, erosion, and 
deposition occurred.  

Students will explore various landforms through science stations. 

Students will observe a slow drip on a mineral block to observe changes in landform 
formation.  

 

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the 
development of the attributes of the learner profile? 

 Social Skills/group-decision making – The students will discuss and research rights and 
responsibilities. 

Communication/presenting – The students will present their brochure based upon a right 
or responsibility. 

Research skills/presenting researching findings – The students will take their research and 
complete a variety of work and presentations. 

Learner Profile Attributes:Principled, Balanced, Thinker 

Attitudes: Commitment, Integrity, Respect 



5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available? 

 

 

 

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community to used to facilitate the inquiry?  

 



6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the 
central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry 
should be included. 

Central Idea 

Rights and responsibilities develop as our understanding of the world changes. 

 

 

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate 
picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea. 

Summative assessment task(s): 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? 
What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 

 

 

 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the 
transdisciplinary theme?  

Central Idea 

Rights and responsibilities develop as our understanding of the world changes. 

 

Transdisciplinary Theme - Who we are 

Inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, physical, mental, social and 
spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, 

communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be 

human. 

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

● develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to 
learn?” 

Change 

Responsibility 

Perspective 

● demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?  

Social Skills/group-decision making  

Communication/presenting  

Research skills/presenting researching findings  

● develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

 

In each case, explain your selection.  

 



8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that 
were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 

 

 

 

 

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn” and highlight 
the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.  

 

 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?  

 

9.  Teacher notes 

  

We noticed students were interested in researching more about individual 
amendments as well as the Founding Fathers. 

  

Students also observed weathering, erosion, and deposition in everyday life. 

Science 

Readiness Standards: 5.7A, 4.7A  

Processing Standards: 5.2A, 5.2C, 5.2D, 5.3A, 5.3C, 5.4A 

 

Social Studies:  

Processing: 24A, 24B, 24C 

Readiness: 3A, 15B, 15C, 16A, 20A 

Supporting: 4A, 4C, 4G, 5C, 7D, 17B, 19B, 19C, 23A, 3B, 8B, 16B, 16C, 17D, 
19A, 20B 

ELAR TEKS: 5.2A, 5.2Aiv, 5.2B, 5.2Bii, 5.2Bv, 5.2Bvi; 5.3CD; 5.6BCEFGHI; 
5.7ABCDEG; 5.8ABCD; 5.9A, 5.10ABCDEF; 5.11AB, 5.11Bi, 5.11Bii, 5.11CD, 
5.11Diii, 5.11Dvi, 5.11Dvii, 5.11Dx, 5.11Dxi; 5.11E, 5.12A; 5.13ABC 

 Math TEKS: 5.1ABCDEFG, 5.3AHIJKL, 5.4ABDEF 
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